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o deoubt about it, the kitchen is
the heart of the home. While
entertaining, how many times have you
faund that mast of your guests wind up
socializing in the kitehen? A kitchen is
also ong of the first areas potential
homebuyers irestigate when considering
& purchase, and il is also the one area
of the house that sess iheé most
renovations, Thene 15 litlle wonder why
the kitchen business is such a thriving
industry, With limitbess possibilities
and seweral very talented Rilchen
design firms on the East End,

updaling of nendvating your kitchen
can b cownright fun and even affordalie.

Start with the basics. If your
current cabinets are in gocd structural
shape, you can dramatically impiove
the look of the kichen by simply
refacing them. HKitchen designers
agres that this is one of the easies]
ways to update the space. From
veneers to carved panels 1o a coat of
pant, the procedure is I'E|a1l'rEiy'
atfordable,

As far as countertops go. granite,
lile, stainless steal, marble, wood and

ST o NAMDEONEhOTES COM  foe s g

by daned Saciowski

cement are popular materials o work
with and due to the unlimited choice
of coloes and textures, finding the
perfect match is nat too difficult.
Several designers suggest carnng
fhe architectural style of the house
into the kitchen, A medern stainless
sleal Kitchen might look slightly out of
place in an old Wiclorian, howewer
there are no hard and fast rubes, It
stainless steel i your (avonite, go with
it. The key 5 to make your Kilchen
reflect your tastes.
The trend in Kitchen codors is that
of softer and quieter hues. Gone
are the days when “Avocado
Green" and “Mustard Yellow™
were the primary color selections
Light Blues, airy yellows and sheer
washes are becoming increasingly
pap e,

Appliances run the gamut froem
standard big bex slore brands 1o
designer stainless steel. Kitchen
designers suggest that if you
choose a particular style, you
should try to have all the
appliances of the same style and
malierial,

Some tips when planning or
renovating a new kilchen include
the following: Make seating arcas
rournd; sepacgle islands for smooth
traffic  flow: consider adding
antique accents; pay attention to
color and texture; lake into
consideration the best places for
work areas and af they will be in
casy reach of the stove and sink;
ang finally have fun! It 15 your
kitchen no matter how vou slice it.

The second mest important
5pace in a house is the bathroom
Our oasis from the hectic pace of



everyday Nife, retreating to the bath for a
soothing soak s one of e's prealest pleasunes,
Today's batheooms ae modem day sancluanies—
crennlete wilh sleam showers, Jacuzns, his
and her sinks, oversize fubs, soolhing
lighting, arematherapy, stereo  Systems,
Tunming tile work, indidyal climats control
and mare,

While it may not be possibile bo incorpodabe
all of the above into & bathroom, & is
cossble 10 add touches of luxury without
preaking the bank. Investing in thick,
luawrious lowels is one way to feal like a
wing, Mothing feels befter than drying off
wilh a thick naubby towel. Also consider
purchasing a thick spa robe 10 wrap yoursel
n comfort, Simple touches like candles and
dighes of potpourn add soodhing scents o
{he reom and can even be made at home.

Lok Dwplopmsnt, 517560004

Bath designers agree that color plays a
huge role in the modd of the room. Most
desipnars lean towands colars that are muted
and soil, Vivid color accents can be added
with the use of tile work ¢n the floor, walls
or fub. Adding towuches like bamboo rugs
and widow trestments and lush green planis
introduces @ natural Toal to the room.

Lighting is key 1o a bathroom
Whila direct lighting  oner
vanily mirrars is a good ded, mos! designers
prefer bo use indirect leght Tor the rest of the
room, Skylights are very popular and bring
sunshine and natural lighting 1o the space.

The latest rend in sinks & his and hae
vanities. The days of sharing a sink are long
gone, Also histery is the plain white sink,
Today's sinks Dorger on works of art, From
blown glass to hand-tiled, the choices are

enviranment.

endless and are an important design
clement. Sink and bath hardware has also
been brought up a notch
aickel 1o solpd ip:.l-;}, lurning on the lap can
i 3 wisual treal

If & Jacuzzi or hot tub s out of reach,
fhare are spa devices that can be hung over
the edge of a tub. These gadpets provice
bubbling streams of water and work |ust as
wall a5 the real thing,

Renovating or designing a kitchen or
bath is far Irom an impossible task. For
those blessed with imagination, this 15 your
chance o really show your talents, For the
rest of ws, there are thamkfully some wery
talented folks anly foo happy to help you
design the kilchen or bath of your dreams.l
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1. Good Scents

Fraginatly bomaAiol cancles light up
LrEeEer Aighle,

'Suranng®, Westharedon Beach,
G3l.2a3.2a02

2. Pass the Buck-et

T frery ulili tarian, Theste Bkl are Bath
e ifud and isatul

€. Whitmone's Gandens, Amagarssit,
631.267.3182

3. Free Wheeling
Stone all your art suppdies. in this viadiy-
fisedl (oifng slorage unit,

Lucife’s Bepch Barn, Weithampion Beach,
3l 263, 1 BRC

4. Winging It

Dur Peathansd fraircd Det Tha foyval Tresimend
with this Beautiful padesial bath,

Azpalusk Gaidesd, Weithamplon Besch,
&31. 2883222

5. Remarkable Mesquite

Aplly mamied Mesgueito s crafted gniinsly
Trpum mesgaile wood harvesied in Texas, the
libe ks brully exiracrdinany in its curability and
naboral style,

Ann Sacks, B0 2TA BALRT,
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6. Retro Active

AGA'S old:fashioned styling houses troe
modant-day ComeniEnce

Diomain Home Fashions, www,dormaen-foeme oom
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