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choose
furniture

that suits your
fancy and
accommodates
your guests

By Karen Appold

The busiest season of the vear for
entertaining is upon us.
Although proper preparation of
the turkey, stuffing, mashed
potatoes, gravy, corn, green
beans, cranberry sauce,
homemade bread and pumpkin
pie is very imporrant, there's

another key ingredient to making

o

Arm Chair by holiday feasts a delightful

EH

L s EXperience: serving guests in a
Woatworking.

SREATER PHILAL

ELPHIA HOUSE & HOf

AE

heauriful room.

Enjoying a meal in a
comforrable, actractive room wil
make Thanksgiving and holiday
celebrations all the more
memotable. If you're looking fo
an entirely new dining reom
suite or adding to existing
furnirure, take this advice from
local dining room furniture

retailers and manufacrurers.
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1 eollecsion with heirloom gualities, intrivate caroings and inlay and extra leafs
secawnimodater seating for 12, Table opens to 122 inches. A Domain exclisive.

in the best light.

CHars, Lecs Anp Moge
Table support is also an important
decision, Choose from a pedestal

Eliee Table Pads from
base or legs, says George Kull,

Century Table Pads
affer balf an inch of
protection as well ai
550 degrees Favenbeit
af provection at the

| table surface agains
accidental beat sotrces.

owner, Creative Dinetres. Both
have advantages and
disadvantages. Pedestal bases allow
for seating around a table without

obstruction by legs. Smaller tables

have one center column, while
larger rables {(anything larger than

) g
42 by 66 inches) usually require
multiple columns. Higher quality
double and triple pedestals provide

another advantage: the ability to

creaT Art

picks UP where
ﬂﬂ‘tu!‘e ends.

Westwood Tile & Stone
will provide you with a
complete range of services
including: skilled artisans,
interior designers

and installers.

Over 1,000 imported and
domestic slabs on display,
stop by today for ideas —
and inspiration.

competitive pricing — superor craftsmanship

Westwood
Tile & Stone

westwoodtile.com

MINUTES FROM 295

p: 856 795-8900

o Deer Road, Cherry Hill, M)

24 GREATER PHILADELPHIA HOUSE & HOME

A French cowntry dising set by Entevprice Midi, sold at Creative Dinettes.

open and close the leaf system
without the help of another
person. These larger bases will
usually keep the table anchorec
the floor while a gear system ai
in the rable’s opening and closi
With the center of gravity ir
the middle of the table, consur
will find more flex when pushi
down on a table's corners, Kull
explains. On quality double-
pedestal tables, this flex isn'c
anything to worry about, The
table won't break or tp over.
However, smaller single-pedest:
tables can be prone to tipping

if pressed hard enough.
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Consumers who plan to use their
table to aid in rising from chairs
should avoid single pedestals.
Those who want littde to no flex
in their table should nor use
pedestals. Leg rables provide the
most stabilicy, because their
centers of gravity are at the four
corners. Leg tables usually provide
more size and style options than
pedestal tables, as well.

Select a chair based on whar is
most important: comfort, style or
practicality, Kull advises. If
comfort is at the top of your list,

select chairs thar have an

bk Ty
n'l',-"'-'rr.ln.ll:' tereed chairs arosnd a table o add

upholstered seat and back. Arm
chairs add further comfort for the
heads of the table, bur are
unnecessary. In fact, the latest
trend in dining rooms is o f‘hj'gﬂ
arm chairs to achieve a minimalist
look. Eliminating arm chairs from
the set also adds a degree of
practicality, because arms rake
abuse. Arms are usually the first
part of a set to scratch, dent or
break. For a greater degree of
practicality, choose a chair
withour fabric sears or backs.
Consider purchasing a fabric
protection plan from a retailer.
==

Call for a Free in-home design
consultation and estimate

o B {w - -7 A
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-293-3744

www.closetsbydesign.com

Most Credit Cards Accepted.
Licensed, Insured and Bonded.
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LARGEST CASUAL FURNITURE SHOWROOM IN THE AREA

30-40% OFF Retail - PATIO FURNITURE LIQUIDATION SALE

* CUSTOM ORDERS FEATURED

MANY STYLES OF BAR STOOLS
+ S Qver 250 Bar Stools On Sale From 554,00

CUSTOM DINETTES
PASTEL OF CALIFORNLA

CUSTOM MADE TILE, MARELE, CORIAN TAE
Select any chair with any table cusbam order featured

Home Entertainment
Bars & Stools BY Viking
Largest selaction in the area. Featuring
custom made kitchen counter stools,

i

CHERRY HILL + 1612 Route 70 West
Between Garden State Park and Ponzio's Diner » 856-486-1880
Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri 10-8 » Tues., Thurs & Sat. 10-6 « Open Sun 12-5

Visit our website: www.vikingcasual.com ot responsie

VIKING BAR STOOL CITY « Black Horse Pk. & 3rd Ave.

Runnemede,; NJ * 856-939-8211
Hours: Mon-S5at 10-6
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MING ROOM FURNITURE

Danble Pedesial
Table by EH
Whodwoorking

CHoosING THE RigHT Look
MNew Look Interiors offers free
home design consultations to
ensure customers don't make
mistakes when purchasing a

dining set, says Caterina Gibsen,
director of markering, New Look
Interiors. A dining suite is one of

the most important decisions

homeowners will make because
will function for many years.
Consider the room's style, scale
and funcrion.

Along with your personal
taste, it s important that the
style reflects your existing piece
Gibson says. Equally importan
is the correct scale of the piece:

‘which dinin

oom sets take the cake?

House ¢ Home asked local retailers about their best selling dining room sets. Here's what they told us.

This signatsere bar armoire from
Furapean Home Collection makes a
great addition to g dining room in

place af a buffer or buich,

Jere Bradwell of European Home
Collection: The Tuscany Collection
From manufacturer Canal Diover is a
Favorite, "W specialize in European
counery house farnimre which is more
relaxed and less elegant than the city
counterpart, This collecrion includes a
rrestle able presented in a two-tone
finish. The base is antique black with an
“umbria” wood wp, The heavy pedestal
bases and 1 1/2-inch rop add o its solid
old-world charm. Beautful sideboards
and hutches with old-world “seeded
glass” can anchor the room as well as
provide a showease for china, crystal and

collectables, Fach piece is handerafted
using solid wormy maple hardwood. The
collection is available in antique black,
antique white and three Tuscan wood
finishes and can be ardered in solid
colors or a mixmure of paint and wood
finishes, each softly burnished and
shightly distressed.

Caterina Gibson of New Look
Interiors: We have a unigue,
contemporary set with an inreresting
double-pedestal base with matching
chairs available in lighe cherry, reak and
maple. We also have many old-warld
styles with unique solid woads and
marble tops from France and Traly,

Sue Beddia of Domain Home
Eashions: Domain's Manchester Dining
Collecrion was designed with rraditional
styling inspired by 18ch century classics.
Hand-carved derails, decorative banding
on the rablerop and generous scale are
just a few of its special features, Wich
twao 21-inch leaves, this table opens to
122 inches. The rable legs are intricately
carved and Huted, a design thar is carried
to Manchester's dining chairs. The side
and arm chairs come with two styles of
uphalstered seats and carved wood or
upholstered backs, Shown with the
Manchester collection are Domain’s
Castlefield dining chairs at the head of
the rable, covered with 2 stain and fade-
resistant Sunbrella®@ fabric. The set is
made fram rubber wood solids, cherry
and ash burl veneers.

Rich Pollock of Brandon Home
Furnishings: Pulaski offers a broad
selection of finishes and sryles. Its dining
room designs are derailed, sophisticated
and elegant, providing flair that brings a
room alive.

Larry Tran of Mahogany and More:
Oine of our best sellers 15 a high-gloss
mahogany dining table thar is a
reproduction of a 19th-cenrury sryle
double-pedestal table. The rablerop is
smaath with perfect color tones and
uniform wood grains, Encircling the
surface area is a deeiled inlaid band. The
edge of the mble top is decorated with
rope carvings. Underneath the mble are
two solid mahogany pedestals with miple
legs. Each pedestal is decorared with leaf
carvings. This strong rable is made of
thick, heavy wood. The center leaves arc
easy to install or remove and lock int
place. A varicty of marching mahogany
chairs are available in sets of eighr.

Joanne Morton of Morton Fine
Furniture Inc.: Our East™est line,
which includes table and chairs, is our
most popular style. The chairs are
erponomically curved ro provide lumbar
support for unparallel comfort, Trs
vematility, cormbined with inspirational
lines of the arts and craft movement of

the 20th ceneury, make cur East™West line

hath stylish and comfortable, Our
East™West line is made with Appalachian
Cherry wood with accents of nger maple.
We don't use stains or varnish an our

furnitare, bur rather an oil and wax finish

ta allow the e nacural grain of the
premium grade wood to please the eye,

Bob DiGiacomo of Designers Furniture

& Interiors: We've received grear
response from our Classic Revival
collection from Canadian
manufacrurerfimporeer Leda, The basic
Meo-classical "bones” of the design have
been softened by definite Acadian
overtones. A favorie piece is a 60-inch
diamerer pedestal dining rable thar
expands to 84 inches in diameter by

inserring several curved leaves along the
circumference. When not in use the
beaves seore separately or in the marchin
marble-topped sideboard. The rich, sof
brown cherry finish features moderate
physical distressing, abundant highligh
as well as walnur band inlays. Two chai
styles are offersd, the most popular of
which is an oversized curved backside
chair which complements the round
table.

Eric Dilworth of All American Home
Solid top dining mbles with 18th
century company board extensions ave
popular. With extensions, these mbles
can expand ro 10 feet long, We also sell
exrension tables over 22 feet long, We
recently furnished the dining room for
Plain & Fancy resraurant in Intercourse
PA, with cables and serving risers, whicl
have been 2 popular selling irem.,

George Kull of Creative Dinetves: Ch
best selling dining room group comes
from Enterprise Midi, a high-end wood
manufacrurer in Canada. Their
merchandise 15 made from solid birch
waod, which has a smooth, dean look.
Our most popular set is an oval
extension table with byre back chairs in
distressed whire and honey two-tone
finish. This ser crearss a popular French
conanry ook,

Sydney Burkholder of E.H.
Woodworking: My best seller is a
Cueen Anne dining room ensemble
which includes a table, chairs and hurd]
“Ir's popular because it is ornare, delicar
and classy,” he says, Customers choose
from eighr colors, such as natural cherr
dark cherry and cak. Shaker and coloni
styles are also top choices,

~Karen Appold

dining rooms: Lancaster County Style

Crearing large picces 15 no problem
for woodworkers in Lancaster
County, PA, E.H. Woodworking
creates custom-sized tables up ro 26
feet long, which accommuodare 30
guests, “T joke with customers by
saying the bigger the table, the more
you have to cook and the more
friends you have ro find,” quips
Sydney Burkholder of E.H.

Wondworking.

E.H. Woodwarking warks with
customers to achieve the right look.
Some customers bring in wood Hooring
samples to march with their dining ser,
Burkholder cautions against this,
Instead, consider a rotally different
contrast, he says. He also advises
customers to meastre doorways and
archways to ensure large pieces can

chrer a room.

Just about anything desired is
available, including rustic pine farm
tables and Queen Anne cherry tables,
says Eric Dilworth, president, All
American Home. "We can seat as
many or as few people as nesded
with options for expansion such as
drop leaves, self-storing leaves and
company board extensions,” he says.

All American Home offers custom
finishing options which include rwo-
toning and marching finishes. “Our
furniture can be customized by style,
size and color,” Dilwaorth says. “We
often receive e-mails from pictures
found on the Web, which we quore
and build to march.”

Karen Appold




Allow at least 2 feer minimum

for walking space around the perfect dining room ensemble.
table when the chairs are in use Oprions for dining room

and have been pulled away from furniture are as varied as the
the table. food you choose to serve.

Choosing the shape is another
resources
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